Biography

Bayo Ojikutu is a second-generation product of the Great Northkgration (US) & a first
generation son of postcolonial Nigerian emigratietis matenal grandmother was brought to
Chicago, IL as a swaddling by her immediate fammil 921, escaping the sway of Jim Crow in
Shreveport, Louisiana. Ojikutu’s Yoruba father arrivethie United States in 1968 as his
homeland fractured in inter-tribal conflict over flerfand, dogmatic ideology and the capitalized
resources that infused the so-called Biafran Ware allihor’s parents met at Roosevelt
University in Chicago & wed in 1970. They raised Ojikaind his siblings in metropolitan Cook
County, IL.

Ojikutu graduated the University of lllinois at UrbaGhampaign with a Bachelor’s of Arts in
Political Science. He has taught creative writiridnthe University of Chicago, DePaul and at
the Graham School of Continuing Liberal and Profesdi&tudies at the University of Chicago.

Ojikutu is the author of the critically-acclaimed nisw/th Sreet Black (2003) and-ree Burning
(2006). Qjikutu’s short fiction has appeared in the AkaBhass antholog§hicago Noir, the
Other Voices literary journal, among other collections. In 2009,dfisrt “Yayi and Those Who
Walk on Water: A Fable” was shortlisted as a Spadittion as among the year’s notable
fiction by the national Pushcart Prize. He has bleemvinner of the Washington Prize for
Fiction, the Great American Book Award, and a 2008 Erett Award for Outstanding
Achievement in Literature (Fiction).

Ojikutu married Carolyn Ojikutu (nee Lewis), whom hadt during his undergraduate studies.
In 2008, the couple was blessed with their greatest pndienast vibrant joy, their son, Malik
Abassi Olayinka Ojikutu.



